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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 


THE  YEAR  1954. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-ANL-WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district 
in  1954. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  • - 

4,596 

Registrar-General ! s estimate 
of  resident  population  mid  1954  - 

5,990 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 
end  of  1954,  according  to  the  rate  book 

— 

1,801 

Rateable  Value  — 

£30,513 

Sun  represented  by  a penny  rate  - 

£116 

No  industrial  development  took  place  during  the  year  but 
relatively  full  employment  was  maintained  in  the  existing 
occupations.  Coal  mining  is  now  almost  entirely  of  the 
open  cast  variety  and  its  extent,  varies  inversely  with  that 
of  agriculture.  Stone  quarrying  and  brick  and  terra 
manufacture  absorb  a fraction  of  the  male  population  whilst 
the  female  is  mainly  engaged  outside  the  area  in  the 
cotton  mills,  engineering  works  and  shops  and  offices  of  the 
adjacent  towns.  Suburban  expansion  of  these  towns  is 
encroaching  increasingly  transforming  the  aspect  of  the 
semi-rural  parts  of  the  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Legitimate. 
Illegitimate . 


64 

3 


36 

2 


28 

1 


67 


38 


29 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  of  the  district.  - crude  11.2 

adjusted  11.9 


2 


Other  live  birth  statistics  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison. 


Total. 

Male . 

Female . 

Live  births  in  district 
during  1954, 

61 

35 

28 

Live  birth  rate  for  1954. 

11.9 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

in  1954. 

15.2 

Still  Births. 

Total . 

Mai  e . 

Female. 

Legitimate . 

Illegitimate . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  still) 

births . 

76 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  still)  births 
England  and  Wales. 

in 

22.4 

Total. 

Mai  e • 

Female . 

Deaths 

299 

159 

140 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population.  crude 

(adjusted) 

49.9 

47*9 

Death  ‘rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1954* 

11.3. 

Once  again  the  figures  relative  to  the  deaths  are 
distorted  beyond  local  significance  by  the  inclusion  of 
the  deaths  of  chronic  sick  from  Billinge  Hospital. 

Deaths . 

Death  rate  per 

1.000  total  live 
and  still  births. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes. 

Ptierperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis. 

Nil.  ' 

Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  o 

f age. 

•_ 

Total . 

Male . 

Female. 

Death  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
district  in  1954. 

in 

Nil. 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births’  in  England  and  Wales 

in  1954. 

25.5 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (Cont8d) . 


Total.  Male.  Female . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).  , Nil, 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age).  , Nil, 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Total.  Male,  Female. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of 

age. 

Legitimate.  - - - 

Illegitimate.  - - - 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  Nil. 

Mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales.  17 .7 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Mortality  Rate.  Nil, 

General  -tro  visions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a.)  Laboratory  facilities.  * 

Pathological  Specimens  - submitted  to  Wigan 
Inf irmary . 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at 
Liverpool  City  Laboratories.  Number  of  samples 
taken  - 1 ; 

Chemical  Analysis  carried  out  at  the  Liverpool 
City  Laboratories,  Number  of  samples  t alien.  - 1 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(1)  For  all  general  purposes  ambulances  and  cars  are 
still  provided  from  the  Wigan  Ambulance  Station 
(Telephone  Wigan  3259).  The  service  has  been  prompt  and 
efficient  during  the  year.  Other  arrangements  by  the 
County  Council  including  the  erection  of  a Station  in  the 
district  to  cover  a wide  County  area  are  aLnost  complete. 

(2)  For  infectious  cases  the  ambulance  attached  to  the 
hospital  concerned  is  used. 

(c ) Nursing  in  the  Home, 

The  District  Nurse  continued  to  render  excellent 
service  during  the  year  under  the  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Tribute-  must 
again  be  paid  to  her  unremitting  zeal  and  her  constant 
co-operation  with  the  Medical  Practitioners,  by  whom 
her  work  is  especially  appreciated. 

The  Home-help  service  is  also  rendering  valuable 
assistance  to  the  elderly  infirm.  Though  a relatively 
recent  innovation  it  is  already  an  indispensable  feature 
providing  for  the  comfort  of  an  increasing  number  of  those 
hitherto  left  to  their  own  devices  without  adequate  means. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  No  change. 

(e)  Hospitals . 

The  all  embracing  provisions  of  the  National  Health 
Scheme  continued  to  extend  the  scope  of  hospitals  ; 
available  to  local  patient's*  Nevertheless,  the  majority 
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hospitals  (Cont’d). 

receive  their  treatment,  whether  as  in-patients  or 
out-patients,  at  one  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Wigan  and 
Leigh  Group.  A minority  go  to  the  St.  Helens  hospitals. 
Special  cases  have  treatment  in  Manchester  or  Liverpool 
hospitals. . Infectious  cases  requiring  hospital 
isolation  are  usually  transported  to  Whelley, 

SECTION  Cc 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 
( 1 ) Water.  • 


Continuing  with  a guaranteed  basic  supply  of  150,000 
gallons  per  day  from  the  Liverpool  aqueduct  augmented  to  a 
varying  extent  from  Wigan  and  with  a local  reserve  at 
Cob  Moor  to  meet  extraordinary  contingencies  we 
experienced  no  immediate  anxiety  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the 
water  supply,  but  there  was  no  suggestion  of.  complacency, 
having  regard  to  the  unusually  wet  summer  season.  Indeed 
the  Council  has  been  taking  active  measures  in  the  interests 
of  economy.  The  installation  of  meters  where  excessive 
consumption  is  presumed  was  one  innovation  to  this  end,  and 
some  benefit  is  already  reflected  on  the  consumption 
figures  appended  - less,  it  is  seen,  than  the  previous 
year  despite  the  increased  building  development. * 

Water  supplied  to  district. 


Liverpool . 
Wigan. 

Cob  Moor. 
Higher  Tunnel. 


1951^ 

57,74 2,000  galls. 

4.510.000  galls. 

1.271.000  galls. 

42,000  galls. 


1954. 

54,215,000  galls. 

7,420,000  galls. 

100,000  galls. 

55,000  galls. 


Total . 


63,505,000  galls. 


61,770,000  galls. 


Average  daily  consumption 

of  district.  174,150  galls.  169,252  galls. 

Average  daily  consumption 

per  individual.  29 • 4 galls.  28.2  galls. 

Average  daily  supply  from 

Liverpool.  148,500  galls. 

The  quality  cf  the  water  remained  in  the  highest 
category,  both  by  chemical  and  bacteriological  standards. 

Allusion  was  made  in  the.  last  annual  report  to  the 
extension  of  a 4”  main  for  approximately  mile  to  ^furnish 
a supply  to  six  houses  previously  depending  on  surface 
springs.  The  number  of  houses  now  remaining  outside  the 
public  provision  is  reduced  to  two. 
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(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

Sewage  disposal  was  again  a paramount  consideration 
and  anxiety  in  the  Council  deliberations.  Confronted  with 
complaints,  threats  of  legal  proceedings , and  claims  for 
compensation  this  was  surely  inevitable,  but 
frustrations  and  delays  have  so  far  nullified  constructive 
endeavours  and  material  progress  is . at  a standstill.  As  a 
result  the  intolerably  offensive  sewage  swamps  still  prevail 
at  either  end  of  the  district.  The  consequent  fouling 
of  the  water  at  Carr  Mill  Dam  was  recently  reflected  in  a 
series  of  samples  taken  by  the  St  Helen  Health 
Authority,  whilst  the  Rivers  Board  concerned  in  both 
localities  persist  in  their  reports  of  the  pollution  of 
adjoining  watercourses.  The  farmers  affected  are 
equally  implacable.  It  is  indeed  a disquieting  and 
menacing  situation  imposing  the  obligation  to  pursue  a 
vigorous  and  unremitting  jpolicy.  The  original  intention  to 
establish  two  modern  treatment  plants  remains  the 
objective.  We  await  with  some  impatience  the  District 
Valuers  report  on  the  land  to  be  acquired  and  the 
subsequent  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  and  sanction  to 
proceed. 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. 


There  is  no  industrial  pollution  of  any  watercourse 
in  the  district.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
contamination  from  the  Sewage  Fields. 

(4)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

A grant  of  £7,  or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the 
less,  is  made  towards  the  conversion  to  a W.C.  Twenty— one 
privy  closets  were  converted  during  the  year. 

Progress  thus  continues  to  be  made  towards  the 
complete  eradication  of  privy  middens  and  closets  from  the 
district.  Gradually  by  a process  of  concentrating  on  the 
conversion  of  those  attached  to  houses  in  a reasonable 
condition  a steady  reduction  is  being  achieved.  Of  the  number 
now  remaining  it  must  be  recognised  that  a substantial 
number  are  annexed  to  sub-standard  property  which  must  soon 
come  within  the  category  for  consideration  ■'under  Section  11 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  Conversion  approval  of  such 
would  be  unwarrantable. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1954. 


Ho.  of  privy  middens.  186 
No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens.  271 
No.  of  pail  closets.  4 
No.  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens).  2 
No.  of  moveable  ashbins.  1248 
No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system.  1401 
No.  of  fresh  water  closets.  1717 
No.  of  waste  water  closets.  Nil, 


(3)  Public  Cleansing. 

Street  scavenging  and  the  weekly  removal  of  house 
refuse  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  as  previously. 
Privy  middens  are  also  emptied  regularly.  Tipping  continued 
on  selected  and  controlled  sites,  there  being  no  destructor 
in  the  district.  Paper  is  collected  seperately  for  salvage. 
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(6)  Shops* 

The  Shops  Act,  1934- » relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniendes  and  the 
Public  health  Act,  1936 » relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 
i.e.  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  etc.  are  administered 
by  the  County ■ Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all 
premises  included  within  the  meaning  of  the  acts, 
and  reports  to  the  County  Council, 

(7)  Sanit  ary  inspection  of  Area. 

(Vide  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report). 

(8 ) Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  5 factory  and  works  chimneys  in  the  district, 
and  15  observations  were  made  during  the  year.  The  time 
limit  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  two  minutes  in 
the  hour.  No  infringement  was  observed  during  the  year. 

(9)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

None  - Public  or  private  in  this  district. 

(10)  Eradication' of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  routine  disinfestation  of  the  household  goods 
of  those  transferring  to  new  Council  Houses  is  not  a 
practice  in  this  district.  The  Council's  resolution 
will  only  permit  disinfestation  where  the  need  is  patent. 

No  such  instance  arose  in  the  year,  the  method  employed 
where  necessary  is  spraying  with  insecticide  and 
fumigation  with  sulphur. 

(11)  Schools. 

Three  schools  now  operate  within  the  district.  Two 
primary  denominational  schools  are  situated  in  the  Chapel 
End  of  the  district  and  fulfil  the  present  requirements  in 
that  capacity.  Infections  and  sickness  did  not  prevail 
to  any  appreciable  extent  and  attendance  was  well  maintained. 
The  new  Upholland  Grammar  School  in  Wins  tan  ley  is  spacious 
and  ultra  modern  and  caters  for  a wider  area. 

(12)  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

(13)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

(14)  Canal  Boats. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing, 

Slum  Clearance  figured  more  prominently  in  the  Council's 
housing  activities  during  the  year.  Whilst  much  remains  to  be 
done  in  this  respect  in  almost  every  part  of  the  district 
an  a.rea  in  Chapel  End,  bounded  by  Rainrord  Road  and  Main 
Street,  enveloping  Fair  View  md  Gorsey  Brow,  seems  to 
present  an  admirable  site  for  re-development  as  an  initial 

project . 
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Overcrowding  also  presented  a continuing  problem 
as  the  development  of  new  cases  cancelled  cut  largely 
the  reduction  effected  in  the  old.  The  revised  points 
scheme,  it  must  be  conceded,  is  not  quite  so  generous  in 
its  treatment  of  overcrowding,  being  more  generally  equitable. 

In  consequence  certain  lodger  applic ruts  have  recently 
qualified  for  council  tenancies  without  any  claim  on  grounds 
of  overcrowding  or  slum  clearance. 

The  Claremont  Estate  has  been  completed  by  the  erection 
of  35  houses,  all  now  occupied,  but  there  is  still  a 
tremendous  demand  for  houses,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  after  a lapse  of  twentyfive  years  the  Council 
has  in  hand  a scheme  in  Billinge  Higher  End.  The  site 
at  Cob  Moor  on  a barren  plot  adjoining  the  Playing  Field 
is  ideal.  The  layout  has  been  approved  and  the  groundwork 
is  underway.  This  estate  is  planned  tc  contain  33  three  bedroom 
types,  7 two  bedroom,  16  flats,  one  bedroom,  and  2 flats, 

2 bedroom.  Twenty  of  these  are  allocated  for  erection  in 
the  present  year’s  programme. 


Statistics. 


Number  - f now  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority.  - 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities.  - 

(3)  By  ether  bodies  or  persons. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  yeari- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  housing 
Acts), 

(b)  Number  cf  inspections,  formal  or  informal 
made  for  the  purpose. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932.  ' 

(b)  Number  cf  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose. 

(3)  Number  cf  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  fer  human  habitation. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  net  to  be  in  all  respects  reas  nably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

of  defects  during  the  year  without  service, 

of  ~ ~f  era a 1 notices!  - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  cor  sequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers. 


(4) 


35. 

Nil 

21. 


65- 

137. 


x'i  i 1 * 

Nil, 


56, 


43. 
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Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year ; - 

(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

(a)  Number  cf  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs.  " ''  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after 
service  of  formal  notices  were  rendered 
fit  i - 

(i)  By  Owners.  Nil. 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  cf  Owners.  Nil. 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  cf  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied.  9* 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices i - 

(i)  Bp  Owners.  9. 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  cf  Owners.  Nil. 

(5)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
E , using  Act,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  13* 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  f Demolition  Orders.  7 • 

(4)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act  1956. 

(a)  Number  of  see arate* tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  cf  which  Closing' Orders 

were  determined,  by  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit.  Nil. 

Housing  Act.  1956  - Overcrowding. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year.  32. 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  49. 

(c)  Number  cf  persons  dwelling  therein.  161. 

(2)  Number  of  new7  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  12, 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  18 . 

(b)  Number  of  arsons  concerned  in  such  cases.  133* 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  end  Supervision  cf  Eocd. 

(a)  Milk  Supply, 

There' were  93  Cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farmers) 
and  13  Milk  Purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers)  on  the  register. 
Dealers  Licences  we re  issued  in  respect  of  6 Suppliers  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  6 Suppliers  of  Accredited  milk  and 
6 Retail  Distributors  of  1 .steurised  and  Sterilised  milk. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  undertakes  the  duties  of 
sampling  in  the  area. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  foods. 

There  is  no  slaughter  house  within  the  district.  All 
shops,  stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared  were 
inspected  but  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no 
infectious  disease  was  reported  in  connection  with  persons 
dealing  with  such  food.  The  inspection  of  locally  slaughtered 
animals  is  the  duty  of  the. Sanitary  Inspector  who  includes  in 
his  report  an  account  of  the  work. 


SECTION  E. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Iufecti  us  and  0 th or  diseases:- 

Measles  w as  again  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease, 
assuming  epidemic  proportions  i . April  and  May  when  2c  of  the 
cases  were  notified.  ; ... 

Ocher  diseases'  - both  notifiable  and  non-no t if i able , 
were  of  sporadic  incidence  ■and  negligible  extent. 

Diphtheria  remained  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  thanks  to 
an  almost  totally  immunised  child' population.  The  number 
receiving  the  primary  prophylaxis  course  was  71  whilst  ?0 
older  children  were  given  the  reinforcing  injection. 

The  combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  protective  course  has 
recently  bee:.',  getting  more  popular.  It  confers  a double  benefit 
for  a limited  time  at  least. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  TPiE 

Tear  1954  (after-  corrections!: 


DISINFECTION  AFT. JR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  was  fumigation 
with  formaldehyde  gas.  Ten  houses  were  so  treated.  Fcmites  are 
disinfested  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956  (relating  tc  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 
Thex notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient,  there 
being  no  instance  of  non— notified  tuberculosis  death. 


TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1954. 


NEW  CASES. 


-r— 


DEATHS. 


! AGE 

! PERIODS. 


Respiratory.  NGTi-RGSPiratoi^.i ; Res  pi  rat  cry.  j Inn-Respiratory , 

. | n j ! 

E i M ! P i ! M E : M | E 


Years. 

0 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

55 

4-5 

55 

65 

75  & 

Upwards  • 


TOTALS. 


1 

2 

1 


\ 4 


\V 

4 


2 

1 


1 

1 


. 5 


5 
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SECTION  G. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Tliere  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act  1957 
during  the  year  under  review.  The  Sanitary  Inspector, 
working  in  liaison  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
maintained  effective  supervision  of  local  factories  and 
workshops  from  tho  Public  Health  aspect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  workshops 
operating  in  the  district  1954* 


Collieries.  - 2 
Opencast  Mining  Plant.  - 2 
Stone  Quarries.  - 2 
Boot  and  Cleg  Repairing.  - 2 
Brickworks.  - 2 
Joinery.  - 4 
Government  Radar  Station.  - 1 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District. 

1,  Improvement  of  Sewage  Disposal  methods. 

2.  Conversion  of  Privy  Middens. 

3 . Increased  Wat e r Supp ly . 

4,  Housing  Developments. 

I arn, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J . S • MATHER « 


I 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  It  Si- ECTOR  FOR  THE  YEaR  1954, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

BlliLllT GE-ANDLWIj  ST ALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  ninth  annual  report  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  your  district. 

Water  Supply. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  a wholesome  supply  of  water 
continued  to  be  available,  the  total  consumption  for  1954- 
being  61,770,000  gallons,  the  bulk  of  which,  54-,215>000  gallons, 
was  obtained  from  Liverpool  Corporation.  Members  will  note  that 
during  1954-  the  overall  consumption  was  reduced  by  approximately 
2 million  gallons  on  the  figures  for  the  year  1953* 

Of  the  1801  inhabited  houses,  1799  are  supplied  direct 
from  public  mains,  two  houses  with  estimated  inhabitants  of 
7 are  supplied  from  private  supplies.  To  me  this  is  a 
remarkable  fact  when  one  considers  how  the  population  is 
scattered.  The  laying  of  main  from  Rainford  Road  to  Red  Barn 
Road,  whilst  being  a costly  business,  has  improved  the 
farm  houses  and  industry  in  that  area. 

It  was  necessary  on  one  occasion  to  use  Cob  Moor 
Pumping  Station,  100,000  gallons  of  water  being  extracted. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  this  station  is  high  for  the  amount 
of  water  that  is  being  taken  from  there,  but  we  are  indeed 
fortunate  to  have  it.  to  meet  any  difficulty  which  may  arise 
due  to  bursts  or  repairs  on  the  Liverpool  acqueduct. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Higher  End  and  Chapel  End  areas  are  still  being 
treated  by  a crude  system  of  broad  irrigation  and  the  samples 
taken  by  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  for  the  Higher  End  and 
Mersey  Rivers  Board  for  the  Chapel  End  continue  to  remind  us  of  the 
importance  of  installing  a Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  as  soon 
as  possible.  Despite  pressure  from  the  Council  to  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  there  was  at  the  end  of  the  year*  very 
little  progress  to  report.  It  is  disappointing  that  the 
enthusiasm  shown,  by  the  Council  has  not  met  with  the  success 
deserved. 

During  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  a man  was  employed  full 
time  on  the  Higher  End  Sewage  Works  endeavouring  to  improve 
the  effluent  and  to  keep  weeds  and  vermin  to  a minimum. 

Refuse  Collection. 


As  far  as  possible  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  was 
made  and  it  was  only  during  the  holiday  period  and.  during 
the  month  of  December  that  the  weekly  collection  was  not 
maintained.  The  'heavy  snow  in  December  caused  the 
collection  of  refuse  during  the  month  to  be  spasmodic  and  it 
was  not  until  February  of  this  year  that  the  collection 
returned  to  normal.  Refuse  continues  to  be  tipped  in  the 
Higher  End  on  land  belonging  to  the  Council  situated  at  the 
rear'  of  Orrell  Brick  and  Tile  Works. 

W.  ' Alt  doubt  the  greatest  anxiety  with  regard  to^ 
refuse  collection  is  the  collection  of  Privy  refu.se.  The 
number  of  middens  is  still  high  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  get  the  middens  converted  by 
persuasion,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  before  very  long  the 
Council  will  have  to  consider  using  statutory  powers 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  19 36  • 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area* 


The  district  was  inspected  despite  the  fact  that 
the  assistant  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  was  still 
on  military  service,  but  there  is  a genuine  necessity  for 
more  diligent  inspections  on  drains,  houses  in  course  of  erectio] 
and  old  property.  The  continued  policy  of  dealing  with 
isolated  -cases  of  demolition  of  old  property  and  of 
making  Closing  Orders  on  a house  in  a block  of  three  or  four 
seems  to  me  to  be  leading  us  to  having  standing  property  v 
which  becomes  an  eyesore,  and  which  would  have  been  better 
treated  enblock.  It  is  necessary  in  my  opinion  for  a 
definite  area  to  be  treated  as  a re-development  area  or  a 
clearance  area  if  the  new  modern  development  which  is  taking 
place  is  to  be  seen  to  the  best  advantage. 

Inspection  of  he  at  and  Other  Foods. 


On  behalf  of  the  County  Council  the  shop.'  were 
inspected  twice  during  the  year.  It  was  necessary  in  three 
cases  to  ask  the  owner/occupiers  to  improve  the  sanitary 
conditions.  Generally  s >eaking  the  cleanliness  is  highly 
satisfactory  but  there  still  remains  one  or  tw'o  general  shops 
whose  untidiness  tends  to  make  them  look  dirty. 

The  number  of  cottage  pigs  slaughtered  during  the 
year  was  21,  19  being  inspected.  No  case  of  tuberculosis 
was  located.  The  meat  offered  for  sale  to  the  public  was 
slaughtered  at  Wigan  Corporation  or  St.  Helens 
Corporation  Slaughterhouses. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  BROWN. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


